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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTED ag 
‘MEETING.  . The fight against. Rodgers-is a 

fight against the STFU becouse of 

MEMPHIS, Tenn, Sep. 1. The N.E.C, his connection with this organiza- 

of. the Southern Tenant Farmers' Un- tions, is now in Texns and 
| “lon met in its regular quarterly Oklchoma organixing for the STFU. . an 

pronoynced success from évery angle, NEW DIRECTOR AT COMMONWEALTH, y 


The returns from the cotton pick-— 


ers strike vote canvasred and dis- 


Mona, Ark, Sept.1. Luciaa Koch 
who has been Director at Common- — 


‘ 


cussed and action taken in accordan-wealth for the last five years, 


ce with the returns. A 
| | mittee was placed in the strategic 
|  .. reas. The committee will set. the 
ae : date for the walkout in case the 
: | demand for 

is not met. 


A strike com- 


Arrangements for a-strikers sus- 
taining fund were made end we here- ment. for a long 


$1.00 per hundred pounds 


having the distinction of being 


Amcri¢s's youngest College Presi- 

dent will resign at the close of, -§ 

the cummer term, Sept. 7tR and 

will Be suecceded by Dick Whitten 

of New Orlenns. 
Dick has been in the labor move- 

time end will brina 


by appeal to.oll labor sympathizers & wealth of experience. to common- 


to rush funds in to help us main- 


tain the strike, The smallest con- 


the planter ovmed law enforcement 

egenci¢es to brenk $he strike. We , 

ore informed that &pproximetely 
£600 have been cut..off relief in 


ta sections and made to work as 


| | | wice protest ‘should be raised and 

| enough pressure brought to bercr to. 
if prevent this wholesale heating 

down: of labor, 

An investigating committee wa 
appointed to report to the next 
meeting of the N.B,C. on the advis- 
_- ability of a merger withthe Share- 
— gropners® Union of Alcbame. 


The trial of Yard Ro | 
with anarchy end convicted last 


« ‘spring at Marked lrec, Ark, because ho.8 


of things he was etcused of saying 
inc speech to a group of shere-. 

croppers, has set for ‘Oct. 1, 
at Harrisburg. It is expected that 
used to get 2 conviction, te 


Shelby County Tennessee, These 41 
ple will be forced‘: out into the de1-the 


Gers, cnar- 


wealth, He is o member of the Goc- 
ialist Party and knows his econom-— 


ay 4 4 


¢ 
leges 


Little Rock, Septe 1. Ce Ce. 
Willioms was-mede Director of the 
New Era School established here by 
The Religion and Labor Foundation, 
gchool i8 located at 1003 High 
near the State Capitol. Mem- 


he 


St. 


ee | scabs to break the’ strike: A Nation bers of the General Assembly are 


invited to make the school their 
headquarters during thc sessions 

of the Legislature to obtain infor- 
mation on any question of econon- 
ics thet they may desire. They my 
also ettend any classcs that they 
wish without cost. Various courses © 

are offered pnd religious services 

are held every Sunday morning. 


— 
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POWERS HAPGOOD: JATLED 
TerreHaute, ‘IndsPowers wie 
worked as orgenizer for the 8T 
FU came here to try to Ver-. 
non out of jeilfor cssistihg in 
a general strike but instcad of 
getting Vernon out Hapgood wns put 
ine He wos mot allowed to cosmuni- — 
cate with his friends. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
triduti 1411 b kf 
 trioution will be thankfully recei- 
Every power ve de 
srought to bear By planters 
7 broug to bear By te enters ond 
4 
| 
am 
¢ 
| f 


ae jes the STFU, 


Report of The Executive 
Returns from the Strike Vote Quest | 
lonaire--which was suh-mitted to | 


, 811 Councils 30 days ago show that 
| 11,186 For the Strike | 


450 Against the Strike 
90 Councils reporting 
For $1.00 Per hundred: Pounds 
7,736 ---For 75¢ per hundred pound 
This represents.about thirds o 
membershi 


Contacting friendly Churches,Cinubs 
benefit and fraternal orders who © 
will endorse and participate in th 


Strike, 


After a visit to 
ending a County meeting,it is my 


every way possible 


power locally, but not as extensiv 


Recomenadations 


Election of & representatives to m 
‘representatirv SC wi 


-'T recomend that this meeting of. the 
‘Ixecutive Council set a definate 
;-te for next National Convention. 
‘That’ the Executive Council design 
' -ate the manner by which dclagates | 
will be elected, 


| That the Executive Council endorsg 
the new method of Unit organization | 
and that it be extendéd to every 
County in North-Eastern Arkansas, © 
. that it also. be adopted in other A 
Sections of the South as rapidly as 
Srowth of the Union, and other | 
iconditions effect the organizationa 
' That due to the fact that many mem 
~bers of the small exetutive 
-tce gre now in the field doing 


orgnni7ntional work--thet. a new 


executive or advisory committée 
/ be clected who live near Netional 
Headcuarters snd can -dyise ond 
assist the Secretnry in dircet 


on. 
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HAREOROBPERS) VOICE! September 1935, | 


will choose the editor. 


De | 
| ~-----Recomendations----- | 


_Sharecroppers Union 


abama, and att-} 
| Youth Congress be elected. 


4 


~ a 


~ing the Union organization, 


That the Sharecroppers Voice «|. 
‘tho' the offical-orgen of the STFU) 
be operated under the name of the} 
Voice Publishing Company ond that | 
a Board of Directors be elécted 


| That a drive for collect 
e) ion of dues be started immnediat 


| That the representative of th 
Tenant Farmers’ Union 
-on the Council of the American 


STFU- sNews Notes 
Odis L, Sweeden of Muskogee | 
reports that orgxnization of the: 


t Workers Alliance (N-tional Un- 


employed) orgonization in the city; 
of Muskogee with over 100.members . 
Swecdeh led a picket line of 50 


i unemployed workers out at 5:00 A.M, 
to prevent Strike Breakers fron — 


going into bre«k the strike of th 


Cannery Workers in the Griffin Plaht 


on Tuesday morning, The Seabs foil, 
-ed to show up. At a ioint meet | 


‘ine of Workers Alliance, Iron Work: 


Chairman of a protest Cemaittee | 
on WPA Coolie Senles. 
 -Sweeden, Pippin ond Ward Rodgerp 
are enroute to Memphis via Side- |. 
door Pullman( Freight Train) 
attend the Executive Council neet | 
ing---if they sren't in Jail. . 


Good repo. | the 
now in the field, John) 
Allen dh Wabbasecka Arkansas is 
doing sone very fine work, Moskop 
and Pickering sre down arround 
Newport for a couple of weeks, | 
report o nanber neetings and sevel 
ernl new organizations in the nak 


ing H 

f 


ers, STFU, etc. Sweeden wns electell 


. 
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Continued Report 
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; rike Committees on each Plantatign)  -} thnt special inducements 
community, r L pay u 
: vonmun own and c embers wno w per 
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Page” three SHARTCROPTERS" VOICE Sortenbor 
ONION PICKURS ST RIM: ( Workers! 
‘Laredo, Tex, A strike of 1,600, ‘bosses, Workers! Defense Committees 


a 5 


for miles arround as the Union 
blocked efforts of the Texas Rang : fore 


was to meet the 


gserle, 


farners,- Shopkeepers 
when it wes 


Onion pickers stopped. ell onion 


this section of the Rio Grarde 
River Valley, Strikers demanded 
$1, per day and transportation to 
and from the fields. 

Picket lines blocke@ all roads 


9cabs, 

The Strike was led by the Mex-' 
fean Agricultural Workers Union 
who recently exvressed a des ire 


-ers to imvort 


to 


foin the Seuthern Tenant F-rmers' 


The President of the AWU 
Secretary of the 
STFU, in Madill Okishoma on June | 
15th, Impossable rouds caused bo- 
th to be deleyed in getting to thel 
place and they missed ecch other, | 
Tater efforts to locate Bro. 
gariouswere 


Union, 


HOW JERSEY WORKERS DOUBLED ‘JAG 
“by Leif Dahl------ 

The Agticulture! Workers’ Union 
Local. 19996, A.F.of reiscd wag | 
-65 in New Jersey from 12¢ to 30¢! 
per hour is told by Teif Do ahl the 
Organizer of the Union in this mo 
-ths issue of the Rural Werkew, 


The Union was first orgenized | 


in April 1934 in the Strike of tha s 


Seabrook Farms enbbage work | 


After strike the 
Union demands were erented, 
Tn dune srothor etrike-wre 


enlled when the boge attenvted 
force the workers brek to the old 
Th 

Workers eame ou 
100%, the big f-rmers were worried 


by striles on other farms ind ninn-} 
_Viglente bonds to break up Union | 
“meetings, They tried to cet | 
farmers to beat uv strikers, Tinnd | 
pills were given out by the Unior 
-w the big farners wno void low 


then out of their 


crops, A resuit the Vigilante 
(Wight 1 then) were | 
unzble to get support from the poo 
were 


expleined if the 


Connery Workers wages were raised 
from 124-¢ 


is 


“Apout the 


work, (1 
croppers being entcrt-ined _by 


pnd mckes its rs! 


‘were formed when there were 
picking on the large plantation of: of lynehi: 


Afser le days of striking the | 
‘Boss ned to in, 30¢ per hour- 


field workers, The | 


ner to 27@ ¢ 
Only short while ago be- | 
the Union was creonizet 20¢ pehk 
hour was unheard. of. Ths Jndon nes 
put thousnnds of dolines into ‘the 


poc:rets of the form workers in 


lew Jersey, 


From Across the Sea 


In Enelond 251,000 farm workers 


“nd 
‘hours 18 well 
announced by National Union, 


received inerenses, 
uction in worki. 


Cubon Governnent owned by 
Pirxtes, 
“ve 30,000 peas: An 
sone 18 
off the Iisnd on- which they have Li; 
ved for over 50 yenrs, 
~--- Soviet Union---- 


State 
are en 
There 


Ferns during rest periods 
tert: ined in the fields. 
biz F-rns. are about the same 
size Lee Wilts sons Plientstion in 
a),000 or more acres 
worked im ench traet with tractors | 
énd othe r machinery, » These forns 
-s, nnd ore enlled "Collectives" 
~uee ond receive their pay in cco 
the amount. of time they 
Who ever henrd of sh 


snee with 


7et..to the end of the 
But they do strange 
Rusasin, There is no such 


-ople 


mang in 


bd 
a my 


ernmicnt. The ot Union ig 
only government in the world witre 


th workers Rule, Ed). 


iS. 


” 


44 


Wo 
the Rurel Worker for all of 
OWS « LG ia 


paper 
“bore - 


The land is | 
thru their GOV | 


nonthly newspap 


vzoin trying to 
3 {Form workers 


Workers on the big 
| 
i 


are by the workers then 


The workers get the farns 


| 


a 


workers nllowed mope waecs they 
_ have money to Apc nas 
ey refused to line up 


mppenrance, 
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hid been out 


fuskogeo Ckln, of srowin 
ca-operation industrial 
shown here | whee menters cf the Sou- 


thern. Tenent Fr Union-eene 
tiie resuce of Caunoery workers 
After the £35 U*rnéry workers 
on strike weex 
the Southern Ferners' Union 
@Councils in “Muskogee County voted 
to refuse to ov ing their produce. in 


to the Conn ing 
Werd #H and. Odis ir 
owee den of tional 


Executive Couneil, ond Murel Sutton 
Vice-President of the Cannery Worke 
ers Union are leading the picket 


‘Lines exch day, 


ag 


Butlcor President . of -the 


SHA \RECROPEERS® VOICE 


heve reculer orannizers. busy at wor. 


new Loenl is 


Septenber "198, 


Three organizers have been plnesd 
in the fiel4 ‘tn Poinsett County, | 
Ais the ertire Union is 

in that County Sheir nones en t 96 
publisned,. 


Cross County and elso Crittendon 


reported in Lee 


County near Cotton Pinnt Ark, .The 
none of tre or; sani zer ean 


“trong Ortanization ‘in 

{1% 4%, 

Sherp County--Ark, 
Brening , Orgenize tion 
of a fine new Council at Blandville 
is by the Sharp 


Oper ni Barnes, Bro, 
‘Bornes is Secretary and sendsn 
in en excellent report, He is sur 


that enowch orgonizetions will be 


Torned during Septeriber to set up, 


Ssuthern Tent At Farners’ Union att - the County Union, 
pended. sessions, He reports t 


That th were €oninnted 
py react ston ary Leader The prog 
res sive with in the £.F, of, 
1 failed . 
moins nade th 


John 
up by robbers on the streets of 
Memohis and robbed of his bus fare 
when he was mning to.lecve for - 
Wabbnsecka ‘rkansas, John 


left the next day and is now busy. 


ore nizing the shnrre- ~croppers ond, 
tenant ferners-down arround Pine 
bag 


Walter Moskop nenber of the 
and Unelie Pickering have moved 
to Hoxie‘ Arkansas, where they pirn 
to do organizat Lonel work out 
the ‘They revort several 
neetings in that section, Walter 
the lest. week of Jagust 
Sullins orennizer ‘for 


snenc.j ins 


helving 


Jackson County get the work undex 

| 
B;Mekinney Vice-president of 


the rern ‘enant Farners' Union 


‘tis orgenizing the touch pieces. 
| Con't 


He is now somewhere South, 


nig AGELESS. 


and, an Chior or: the 


‘be held ir ; 


Youons' Club«in Cross 
roonizetion of ing 


Howerd Kester to return 
Kester associate Lditor of. 
she Voice will return to Memphis 
about Seotenber lst, Every one will. 
be plensed to Kester 
‘efter 1. vaention.of past two nontus 


The 
is retory 
Mary Sin mnons of 


~ 


R, of the Unic: 
is owny ror two weeks ttendins 
Convent: ors, “the Pinch Litter" 
is assisting in getting oyt this 
issue of the Voiec.. In the event 
you the: words nis-spell 
is full ‘of gran 

ust=put down 
way short on. fran 
we had- our ,Wway we would 
elininite and spealt end say 
it “sounds. | 

The Nation, Convention ‘of the 
Anerican Federetion af 
he ‘tlentie City New Jérsey~ © 


the ovening any is..0c tober 7th, 


snd your 
naticad: ¢ errors, 
71 
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SHARECROPPERS? VOICI 
The Voice of the Dis-inhcerited 
Published by 
VOICE PUBT IS SHING CO, 
Roon 4 2527 Brond ‘ve, 
hienphis wae 


~Subseription rates 
Yean _$1,00 
Six nonths, 200 
Three Months 


opecicl rates to Union nenbers 
Appenl for Support". 


‘With this issue the Shere- 


nes 


__Septenber 


40 sbout- then. Living right in 
the niast of the plentntion systen 


in the hetrt of the cotton belt, th 
-ee8 men knew that here wos an oD 
ortunity, to be of service, No one 


neeied ©. Botter Deal nore than ther 
Fergoc ten nen nnd wonen and little 
children, Forgotten:by all the det 
New onc Old, The Southern Tenent 


Perners’ Union was orcanized and qu 
iekiy beenne n stron?s factor in the 
lives of thoussnds, The Union 


the life of the share-— 
cropver, broussht to the world . 
of former defent and 
a} now hope for the disposseased 
The revolt of the sharo-cropper 
quickly brousht down the wrath | 


Voice appenrs with printed headingof the*big plantation owners and. 


on its first page, This is the 6th, 
a«nonthly edition, We went to have 
the entire newsprper printed and 
and issued as a weekly, It must 
heve the support of friends of the. 


shrre~croppers as well ss the. Union 


their retniners, The began using 
methods of legal and illegal 
and terrorisn to suppress 
this new and srowing org nization \. 
of their exnloited workers, 
Forced underground by a vicious. 


menbers, With the cddition of bett reien of terrorisn the Union contin 


"ineograph we sre "Die run 
out 5, 000 copies this 
tne Sharecronpers' Voi eo 


grent need. For the 70 yenrd 


there have been hundre’s of thous- 
ands of shere-cropper «nd tennnt 
farmer families in the South. The 
Blaek and WI exploited dis 
inherited workers of the cotton 
fields have ned no mecns of retch 
-ing the outside world, The Def- 
-onders of had -their Mes- 
sengers of Defeat byt the Shore- 
Croppers had none, | 
For neny years the probler of 
share-cropping and teauntry ves giv 
no thousht., Intelligent -‘ineric-. 
ans vaguely knew thet there wes 
such an aninel as a share-cropper 
but by nany he ws considered 
"no account sbiftless vothless 
won eithor Negro or er whet is 
known 2g "white bor 
prid hin no mind, 
Fern organizetion nlso ignored his. 
problens, attention wes paid 
to the plight of the shrre- -cropper. 
until the orgsnizetion of the 
‘pouthern Tenant Farners’ Union, 
Several young Soci. lists, fir- 
ed by the iderlisn of the tor ehi 
of the therhood of lian": degon 


4 


wern out, 


Wis seonsi 


to ndvanee, 
the. Shrre-croppers Voice 49 
the only newspaper for hundreds 
They prased S398. hand. te hand and 
“pecia nethods of dis 
tripution avst be used in-nany 
plnecs 2s the postal authorities 
throw unny, Caples of. the. po. per 
in’ the waste bask rat sddress 
ton. Cropver, The arrival of the 
paper is cnzerly loked 
by the Union nen... . a] 
Ve necd your help to. nake this 
ani subseriptions to the Unions! 
best Organizer ore needed, Help ug if 
make it possible to continue " 
Sharo-Croppers! Voice ", 


ues 


thew ‘Stahceriptions ond Contrib a 
cations--to the "Voice", 
Lhe lew Library 
niversity Librery 
Pranecs White Manunit 
ey York, 

Henlin Christion 


‘Ferners’ Weekly;< toc inliet . 


school 


in 
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we 


ean Sun, 
World that 211 Nations may become 


England fears a revolt of 


a 


| let killed in an airplane ores 
he-in Alaska, 


Eighth Congress of the Comin 
-tern held in'Moscow, Bdopts new 
policies, 
War preparations in all Netions: of | 

the world speefed mp. Dictator | 


Mussolini of italy reviews troops 


soon to die ttnder the far off Afric 
King of Ethiopa warns the 


involved in new \iorld war, 
England--upon whose colonial empire 
the Sun hever sets, quietly holds 


army manuvers, One Mistress of 


Seas orders battle, ships end 

troops to the threatened War Zone, 
nsloved 
black and brown colonists in. 
and Africa, 


| prototype of the 
Anti War posters appear owning Demccrat evidently belieted. 


Nation~-wili in’ a Pew mon. 
make the last stand in Africa Paces 


of Oivilizing entiuense: 


op Capitalist éxploitation, | 
Bits of History--Ethiopa--— 


An unconquered..Netion having decisi- 
ly defeated Italy & number of years 


age, The country bonstadof two 
things that it a partly Christian 
lintion--andi that its King 
Hallie Selassie is a direct descend 


and. of Solomon, | 
Tt seems as tho in those ?ne off 


dey s the then Queen of Ethiopa - 


journeg$ed to the Cap&tol City of 


Jewish Kingdom, 014 King Solomon 


welccmed this colored lady with open 
arms beceuse she was fair to look tp 
being the bibicn. 
cuthern Plantation 


-on, King Solot 


in English cities and ‘towns, Italian strongly in the theory of "White 


citizens flee from Itai Ly to escape 


having to go to war,: 
War seems sure to break when the 


wet season ends--making it possible - 
to, nove troo 8 in Ethiopa 


Supremacy and the social inequality 
of the ilegro failed to marry Queen . 


Shea, But nevertheless a Son was 
born to the queen from whom the 
line of Hnilie Selassie Sorings, 


W TO ORGANIZE 
 6f/The Southern Tenant farmers, Union, 
Get as many as 10 of your] neighbors, who live in the Same Community or 


ton feo 


this eo for 
hr 


_.on the same plantation:as you do, to sign the application blank below ’~ 
Keach member for his book which. is 5 
oins, in} 


for each man 
ach is col ecte x, the. qreanizer 


members who join 


Unit is organized the initiation fee of additional members 


attractive membership book, 


Southern Tenrnt 


The 5¢ for each members book is sent in with 
15 deal for the cost of printing the very 
he books are sent on the 
receipt of the application fatrthe N-tional Office--whose address is 
rymers' Uhion 2527 Broad Ave, Memphis Tennesses 


Send this in cut it off and matt to the address with names all 


members 


We i undersigned hereby “.pply for membership in the Southern Tenant 
and 2180 make. for a Charter for a local Unit at 
Use Plain sheet frp other uamesgive address_ | 
town 
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